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Bristol Quakers and Enslavement: Time for an Apology? 

 

Over 80 Friends and guests from across our Area Meeting and further afield have 

gathered today at Redland Meeting House for a conference on the Bristol Quakers and 

Enslavement which has been arranged by our Reparations Group. 

We are grateful to our Reparations Group for the work they have done to raise our 

awareness of the role of Bristol Quakers in the enslavement of Africans and helping us to 

face up to the historic actions which still have consequences in today’s world. 

We warmly thank our guest speakers who have informed our discussions in small 

groups focussed on the question ‘‘Is it time for an apology from Bristol Quakers?” 

Although it has not been the purpose of the day to discern the answer to that question 

as an Area Meeting, we hope that today has been useful preparation for that 

discernment when it is brought before Area Meeting in 2026 and we hope that full 

reports of the day will be published in our December AM Newsletter. 

During the day we have heard of the value of an apology to those still affected by the 

trauma passed down through generations and the necessity of an apology in repairing 

the relationships that have been damaged by that trauma. 

We have also heard of the systemic inequality and racism in today’s society and 

acknowledge this has its roots in slavery and colonialism. We acknowledge that black 

inclusion is imperative as we continue our work on reparations. 

For many present today there has been a palpable sense of readiness to make an 

apology and this conference has been an important first step in that process. 

In preparation for our future discernment, we ask our Reparations Group to bring to our 

January Area Meeting proposals for the way we might prepare some draft apologies for 

our consideration. 

We wish to record our thanks to all who have worked to make this day possible and 

productive. We separate, hoping to meet again at Horfield and online on Sunday 

11th January 2026 at 2pm. 

 

  

Richard Drake (AM Clerk)Quote 


