Bristol Quaker Reparations Group
report to Area Meeting, June 2025

The Bristol Quaker Reparations Group was formally established as an appointed Area Meeting
Group in September 2024. Area Meeting discerned in the same meeting that £5,000 should be given
as seed-corn funding for Ros Martin’s Fanny Coker Memorial Project. Earlier in 2024 the
Reparations Group organised a two-day Reparations Workshop which considered deeply the
meaning of reparations and brought Quakers together with a wide range of individuals and groups
from across Bristol, including members of the city’s black-led racial justice organisations. Over the
past year the Reparations Group has been building on these achievements and promoting discussion
about Bristol Quakers’ historic links to transatlantic chattel slavery. We have published a historical
information leaflet and we are planning an autumn conference which will help Bristol Quakers
progress from an acknowledgement of past history towards a deeper understanding of the lasting
legacies of enslavement. Consideration of a possible apology by Bristol Quakers for their spiritual

ancestors’ complicity in enslavement will form part of the autumn conference.
The report below summarises developments over the past year in more detail.
Area Meeting Reparations Group

The Group has fourteen members from Bedminster, Frenchay, Horfield, Portishead, Redland and
Thornbury Meetings. Yasmin Pinks (Horfield) has recently joined the Group and Tim Griffiths
(Frenchay) will soon join. Ros Martin is stepping back from regular membership but will continue to
contribute to the Group’s work from time to time. The Group meets every six weeks, usually online.
Sub-groups have been appointed where appropriate, to undertake more detailed work on
publications and conference planning. The Group has received regular reports on the Fanny Coker
project and on historical research, alongside collective decision-making on the reparations leaflet and
its dissemination. A key aim has been to develop wider interest and commitment among Bristol
Quakers to racial justice and reparations. Group members have organised discussions of our
reparations leaflet in six Local Meetings, using formats appropriate to each Meeting. We have also
developed a reparations page on the Area Meeting website, with M] Thornton’s assistance. In
response to feedback received on our reparations leaflet, we have put together a leaflet of ‘frequently
asked questions’ (and answers), drafted by Dan Tagg with input from other Group members. We
have also recently finalised and circulated to Local Meetings a paper titled ‘Understanding the links
between Quakerism and Reparations’, drafted by Yasmin Pinks and Michael Tuckwell at the

Group’s request.



The Reparations Group shares news of reparative justice actions by the Group’s individual
members, including Ros Martin’s artistic activism in Bristol and Tim Southall’s art research in Bath
and beyond. We have also received reports of members’ attendance at events related to reparations,
such as annual meetings and public consultations organised by the Bristol Legacy Foundation and
the Black South West Network, and the enslavement gallery re-launch event held by the Rebel
Curators at the M-Shed. Group members have attended and reported on BYM reparations activities
and Woodbrooke training sessions. We have heard from Claire Pickard-Cambridge about her
attendance at the FWCC World Plenary Gathering and from Nils Agger about the international
work of PRALER (Planet Repairs Action Learning Educational Revolution). Nils brought Esther
Xosei to Bristol for our 2024 Reparations Workshop and has contributed to the development and
delivery of the All-Party Parliamentary Group Afrikan Reparations conferences at Friends House.
Both Esther and Nils have reminded us of the essential link between reparative justice and climate

justice.
Fanny Coker Memorial Project

There have been major developments in the Fanny Coker Memorial Project over the past year.
Under Ros Martin’s leadership, the project has evolved in important new directions. During the
autumn months Ros developed a parallel and closely linked project titled ‘Raising the Red’. Inspired
by a Canadian indigenous artist’s work on gendered violence against women (the REDress Project),
Ros convened a group of local women to fashion red dresses into a powerful installation displayed
in Fishponds Park, Broadmead, the Centre (UN Human Rights Day) and outside City Hall
(International Women’s Day). The Fanny Coker project relates to this project through Fanny’s
personal history as the daughter of her enslaved mother and of the Pinney family’s white plantation
manager. Fanny (or Fumnanya, to use her Igbo name) symbolises the suffering of millions of other
enslaved women. Ros’s renewed vision for the project was presented in a recorded Quaker talk on
16 May 2025, as part of the Central Meeting discussion series. See these two links:
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6908936cdf&attid=0.1 &permmsgid=msg-
£:1834725299326379274&th=197640£f05ec5650a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_mbtc4dww9I0&z
w https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=pil4L.VuCtNo&t=10s&authuser=0.

During the autumn Ros began to deliver the schools-based part of the Fanny Coker project, working
in partnership with a retired teacher and children at Bristol Metropolitan Academy. Contact has also
been made with the new head of May Park Junior School and with local community organisations

including St Anne’s Church, adjacent to Greenbank Cemetery where the memorial will be situated.

Development of governance arrangements for the Fanny Coker Memorial project is ongoing. A
project steering group will be convened in September 2025. Meanwhile the project’s Quaker grant
has been transferred as a restricted fund to the bank account of the Black South West Network, as

proposed by Ros Martin and approved by AM Trustees. The transfer took the form of a grant for
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BSWN to hold on behalf of the project, enabling work to proceed in a timely fashion and with the
support of this major local racial justice organisation. Project accounts and a project report will be
sent through BSWN to AM Trustees in December 2025, with the possibility of a one-year grant

extension if any funds remain.
Historical research developments

Historical research into Bristol Quakers’ links to transatlantic chattel slavery has continued
throughout the year. Records in the Bristol Archives have been supplemented by visits to the
Somerset and Wiltshire Heritage Centres. In addition to the reparations leaflet, Claire and Julia have
completed three out of four book chapters to accompany twelve essays on Quaker families and their
direct and indirect slavery connections. We hope to publish a book at the end of this year, or early in
2026, providing much more detail on Quakers’ individual and collective roles in the abolition

campaign as well as in enslavement.

There has been considerable interest in our work from Quakers elsewhere in the country. Julia
presented our research to a Yearly Meeting Special Interest Group in July 2024 and to a ‘Quakers
Talking’ online meeting in June 2025. Claire Pickard-Taylor and Dan Tagg led a presentation and
discussion with Young Friends General Meeting during their recent residential visit to Redland
Meeting House. Julia Bush and Claire Pickard-Cambridge are members of the Historical Research
Workstream of the BYM Reparations Group which meets quarterly to promote networking and
share research. Dan and Julia attend the monthly online meetings of the BYM Racial Justice
Network. Julia and Claire have written a paper for presentation by Claire at the Society for

Caribbean Studies annual conference at Bristol University in July 2025.
Autumn Conference planning

The Reparations Group is planning towards an Area Meeting conference on 15 November 2025, to
be titled ‘Bristol Quakers and Enslavement: time for an apology?’. Two speakers have accepted our
invitation to the conference: Edwina Peart (BYM Diversity and Inclusion Coordinator and Ann
Morgan (co-convener of the BYM Reparations Working Group Historical Research Workstream
and author of a new book, The 18th century Enslavement Industry: Lancaster Quakers
Involvement). We plan to prepare the way for this conference by sharing a range of ideas and

resources with Local Meetings in the preceding months.

We understand that there are many different, and sometimes conflicting, views on the best way
forward for Bristol Area Meeting. In 2022 our Yearly Meeting committed us to ‘tell the truth, as best
we can, about historical and contemporary injustices... Love and justice require us to examine our
own practices and behaviours and to work for systemic change. We have heard that love and justice
also require us to consider deeply how the Society of Friends in Britain might make financial and

other reparation for our part in the wrongs of the transatlantic slave trade’ (Minute 27). The process
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of acknowledging the historical truth about Quaker complicity in transatlantic chattel slavery and
understanding its impact upon the world today is inevitably painful and difficult, but we believe that
this is necessary Quaker work as part of a worldwide movement for reparative justice. Quaker
reparations work is primarily about repairing and healing relationships broken by racism and

systematic exploitation. This work is part of our efforts to live up to our Quaker testimony.
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