
Front cover image: Le Marron Inconnu 
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The conch shell was used to signal the start of the Haitian revolution  
and emancipation of African people by Africans themselves.    

Early Quakers 

Founded in the mid 17th century, Quakers believed that 
there was no need for churches, rituals, holy days or 
sacraments to practise religion; rather religion should be 
something one lived and acted out every day. These ideas 

were radical in a period when the established 
church wielded great political power. Many 

early Quakers were imprisoned and 
oppressed for their beliefs.

Some Quakers invested in slaving ships 
or became enslavers, owning plantations 
in the Caribbean and America. Many 

more supplied brassware, iron and other 
goods used to buy enslaved 

African people and to equip slaving ships and 
plantations. Quaker merchants imported 
sugar, tobacco, cotton, rice and indigo 
grown by enslaved workers. The wealthiest 
Quakers used money they had amassed 
to help provide early banking and insurance 
services that facilitated Bristol’s wide-ranging ‘slave 
economy’. These businesses often stayed within families 
for generations because, at the time, Quakers usually 
apprenticed their sons with other Quakers and Quakers were 
required to marry other Quakers.

As British chattel slavery ended, slave ‘owners’ were 
compensated against their ‘loss’. There were no Bristol 
Quakers on the 1834 ‘Slavery Abolition’ compensation list 
– but two descendants of the Dickinsons, by then living in 
London, claimed compensation and were listed as Quakers. 
Bristol Quakers continued to profit from trading and 
manufacturing linked to enslavement but were not plantation 
owners by the 1830s.

More information about Bristol Quakers and Reparations 
can be found at:  bristolquakers.org.uk/reparations

Quakers  
were  barred from  

university so could not  
enter professions and  

therefore often became  
merchants and  
manufacturers

African people played a major part in their own liberation 
through continuous resistance to enslavement, including 
shipboard revolts and uprisings on the plantations. British 
and American Quakers also contributed towards abolition.

Early 18th century  Some Bristol Quakers had links with 
abolitionists in the American colonies and began to 
distribute their writings. 

Late 18th century  More Bristol Quakers began to challenge 
Quaker involvement in enslavement, including some 
members of the Champion, Fry, Goldney and Harford 
families.

1787   Bristol Quakers welcomed the abolitionist Thomas 
Clarkson to Bristol.

1788   The Bristol Committee for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade included five Quakers.

1827   Quaker women joined the Bristol and Clifton Female 
Anti-Slavery Society.

1833 onwards  Bristol Quakers continued to campaign 
against ongoing injustices linked to enslavement.

History of  decisions by London Yearly Meeting  
(the Quakers’ national council)

1727 Enslaving Africans ‘not commendable nor allowed’.

1757 Rebuked Quakers who profited from enslavement.
1761 Authorised Quaker Meetings to expel members still 

involved in trafficking.
1783 Addressed Parliament denouncing enslavement as 

un-Christian.
1784 Ordered an enquiry as some Quakers still involved.
1787  Set up, with Anglicans, the ‘Society for the Abolition of 

the Slave Trade’.
1820s Campaigned for the total abolition of ‘the slave 

trade and slavery’ worldwide and translated anti-
slavery tracts into the languages of other European 
colonising nations.

1834 Committed to ongoing efforts to place previously 
enslaved people ‘in full possession of those rights 
and liberties to which they are entitled equally with 
ourselves’.    

Bristol Quaker involvement  
in Abolition

Many Quakers,  
directly or indirectly, 

became involved 
in the business of 

enslavement
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Bristol Quaker families who profited  
from African Enslavement

Our research has shown that a number of  Bristol Quaker families, often over  
many generations, were involved in enslavement and associated activities

Elizabeth Marchant (1696-1775) 
married Jacob Elton, from a wealthy 
family of enslavers, and left a fortune in 
South Sea Company shares to her grandchildren.

William Reeve (1713-1778) was a prolific people trafficker and 
privateer who was elected Master of the Merchant Venturers.

Francis Rogers (1670-1719) was a slaving ship agent who 
personally invested in seven ships transporting enslaved 
African people across the Atlantic.

Corsley Rogers (1699-1761) invested in people trafficking as 
well as importing rice produced by enslaved people on the 
South Carolina plantations.

Charles Scandrett (1691-1761) invested with his brothers in 
sixteen transatlantic voyages, transporting hundreds of 
enslaved African people to Barbados and Virginia.

Buildings in Bristol

Many significant buildings in Bristol were built with the profits 
from transatlantic trafficking of African people. Members of 
Quaker families involved in enslavement helped to fund these 
Bristol landmarks:

Clifton Court - Nehemiah Champion

Goldney Hall - Thomas Goldney

Royal York Crescent - Joseph Harford and others

The ‘Black Castle’, Brislington - William Reeve

Blaise Castle mansion - John Scandrett Harford

Frenchay Quaker Meeting House - The Fry family made 
chocolate with plantation-grown cocoa and sugar and helped 
fund the building of the Meeting House. Land for Frenchay 
Quaker burial ground was donated by the Rogers family.

Quaker Friars, the former Bristol Quakers’ Meeting House, 
was rebuilt in 1747. Most of the main donations for this came 
from wealthy Quaker families with transatlantic chattel slavery 
connections.

Here are some of the Quaker individuals we 
have found out about

Nehemiah Champion (1678-1747) married the wealthy 
sister of Thomas Goldney and made a fortune from trading 
and manufacturing interests linked to transatlantic people 
trafficking.

Abraham Darby (1678-1717) was the first manager of 
the Bristol Brass Company, before founding the famous 
Coalbrookdale iron works which shipped goods to Bristol, 
including ‘Guinea pots’ used in transatlantic enslavement.

Caleb Dickinson (1716-1783) visited and managed his 
family’s four Jamaican sugar plantations, inherited from his 
Quaker father and grandfather.

Thomas Goldney (1696-1768) traded iron goods from 
Coalbrookdale, invested in William Champion’s Warmley brass 
works and helped to found Bristol’s second bank, Goldney, 
Smith and Co (1752). 

Edward Harford (1658-1705) and 
his son and grandson imported 

tobacco from the Virginia 
plantations, supplied brass 
goods for the ‘Africa trade’ 
and helped found the Harford 
Bank (1769).

Edward Lloyd (c.1665-1718) 
was a founding partner of the 

Bristol Brass Company  
and his son linked up with the 

Quaker company ‘Devonshire and 
Reeve’ in trading enslaved African people and rice with  
South Carolina.

The Avon Valley 
brass, copper and 

zinc industry was largely 
founded and managed by 

Bristol Quakers. In the 18th 
century, it supplied plantations 

and slaving ships, aiding the 
‘African trade’ in enslaved 

people.

African people connected to  
Bristol Quakers

Limited information is available about the people who were  
enslaved by Bristol Quakers but it has been possible to 
recover the names of some people working on Quaker 
plantations - and also some information about Africans 
whose presence in Bristol was due to Quaker involvement in 
transatlantic chattel slavery.  
Enslaved people were often given new names which 
reinforced their loss of freedom and African identity.

In 1768 the Dickinson family registered the names of 120 
people working on their Jamaican plantations. These included
‘Neptune’, a boy put to work in the stable; ‘Yellow Mary’,who 
did the Dickinsons’ laundry; ‘Mulatto Margery’, who was put 
to work in the house; ‘Field Negro Men’, including ‘London’, 
‘Bristol‘, ‘Sampson‘, ‘Bacchus‘ and ‘Jupiter’. The Dickinsons 
also brought several African servants to Bristol from Jamaica, 
including ‘Champayne’ (a young child passed on to Thomas 
Goldney); ‘Jeffrey‘ (a personal servant to Caleb Dickinson 
who died of smallpox); ‘Billy’ (son of the Dickinsons’ African 
cook and their plantation surveyor, apprenticed to a local 
carpenter then sent back to Jamaica with the unpaid status of 
an indentured labourer). 

‘Ned’ was a 12-year-old African boy sent from Jamaica to 
serve Richard Champion. He died after suffering illness 
throughout a cold winter and was buried in the burial ground 
at Quaker Friars.

William Penn (1644-1718), Quaker founder of Pennsylvania, 
had extensive connections with Bristol. In America, he had 
at least twelve enslaved people at Pennsbury Manor, his 
colonial estate near Philadelphia. These African people 
included ‘Yaff’, described as ‘an able planter and good 
husbandman’; ‘Jack’, who was permanently separated from 
his wife ‘Parthenia’ when her enslaver on a neighbouring 
property ‘sold’ her to Barbados; ‘Peter’, who worked as a 
gardener; and ‘Chevalier’, Penn’s ‘favourite’ enslaved worker 
who was later freed.

Champion  
Darby • Devonshire 

Dickinson • Fry • Goldney  
Harford • Lloyd • Marchant  

Penn • Prankard  
Reeve • Rogers  

Scandrett .
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