Bristol Quakers - Reparations work

(October 2023)

Redland Quaker Meeting, Bristol, has been a Sanctuary Meeting since 2017. In 2019 a group of
Friends made the link with Reparations. We proposed using funds from the sale of our retiring
wardens’ house (attached to Redland Meeting House) to purchase a refugee house administered by a
refugee-led local organisation. This proposal was eventually accepted by Bristol Area Meeting, after a
trial period of alternative care arrangements for the Meeting House and those using it. Purchase of a

suitable house will be completed in November 2023.

After George Floyd’s murder and the fall of the Colston statue, a BLM Group of between 12 and 20
Friends was established at Redland Meeting. There was also a parallel Quaker reading group
including members of other Local Meetings. The Redland BLM Group met weekly for 18 months,
and lent its weight to the Sanctuary Housing Project (above). We also did a lot of work on our own
white privilege and shared our responses to books, programmes and news events. Bristol City
Council passed a motion in support of Reparations in 2021 and we attended online meetings linked
to this development and to debates over the Colston statue downfall and its aftermath. Ros Martin
(Frenchay Meeting) attended the trial of the Colston Four, and has developed her own creative
response to the issues around Enslavement and Reparations over many years (as summarised in her

poster at the recent Woodbrooke Reparations event).

In March 2023 we organised a Bristol Area Meeting conference on Reparations, in response to the
2022 BYM epistle and minutes, and especially to Helen Minnis’s Swarthmore Lecture. We showed
Ros’s film Daughters of Igbo Women and heard an inspiring address from Richard Reddie, of Churches
Together in Britain and Ireland. The outcome was the establishment of an Area Meeting
Reparations Group which includes members of five of the seven Bristol Local Meetings. This
Group has agreed its general purpose and approach and committed itself to a programme of Quaker
self-education, beginning with several Meeting House showings of the film _Affer the Flood
(Movement for Justice and Reconciliation). We have also set up two subgroups, one to conduct
detailed research into Bristol Quakers links with transatlantic slavery and the other to support Ros

Martin’s memorialisation project.

The research group is studying Quaker records, shipping records, local industrial history and the
family histories of leading Quakers with links to enslavement and the trafficking of Africans to
America and the Caribbean. The memorialisation group will help towards funding for a memorial to
Fanny Coker in Greenbank Cemetery, hopefully as part of a wider educational project with local

community support.
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