Bristol Quakers Reparations Group — update for Redland LM

The Area Meeting Reparations Group was set up last year to carry forward our collective Quaker
commitment to reparative justice. The group includes 12 Friends from 5 Local Meetings, with Claire
Pickard-Cambridge, Michael Tuckwell, Chris Watkins, Nils Agger, Marian Liebmann and myself
from Redland Meeting. Our work over the past year has been in three main areas: Quaker self-
education about the meaning of Reparations; memorialisation activities; historical research into
Bristol Quakers’ involvement in transatlantic chattel slavery. Progress has been made in all these

areas.

The two-part Bristol Reparations Workshop (24 February and 23 March) was very successful. Our
excellent facilitator, Esther Xosei, took an active part in planning as well as delivering the Workshop.
Her wide knowledge and experience of the Reparations movement was generously and effectively
communicated in the first session, while in the second session she helped to create a positive space
in which people from many different backgrounds and organisations were confident to network and
share their plans for the future. Over 80 people attended the Workshop. We recognised from the
outset that meaningful Reparations must involve Quakers in a wide range of conversations and
collaboration, especially with local people of African Heritage, and the Workshop has helped to

achieve this aim. Detailed reports on both sessions are now available.

Memorialisation activities centre on the Fanny Coker Memorial Project, led by Ros Martin (Frenchay
Meeting) and linked to her 2017 film, Daughters of Igho Women. Ros has been developing a project
proposal which will be presented to potential funders and collaborators in the coming months. The
project has links to the issue of violence against women, which Ros is also working on through a
parallel project titled “The Red in Our Midst’. The Fanny Coker project has an educational
dimension which will hopefully involve work with two neighbouring schools. There is an
opportunity for Bristol Quakers to play a leading part in supporting and helping to fund this

important project, as part of our work towards reparative justice.

Historical research has continued over many months, with some interesting and disturbing
outcomes. An Interim Research Report was circulated to all attenders at the Bristol Reparations
Workshop, and was discussed in some discussion groups. Non-Quaker participants have encouraged
us to continue this research, and to continue to publicise it. A short presentation on our Bristol

research will be given at a Yearly Meeting special interest group meeting on 5 July. We are also



participating in a national BYM research working group which brings together research by different

Quaker groups across the country.

Apart from its collective work, the Bristol Quakers Reparations Group is able to give support and
encouragement to Friends’ individual projects in this important area. Members of the Group are
participating in commemorative walks offered by Tim Southall, who has been making a study of the
Quaker brass industry in the Avon Valley. Tim’s related art work is currently on display at the
Holburne Museum in Bath. Ros Martin’s reparative actions are longstanding, and include chalking in
the City Centre on Emancipation Day (1 August) and other significant dates. Nils Agger is deeply
involved in Planet Repairs, a globalist movement for environmental justice which is based in Stokes
Croft. Quakers are invited to take an active part in all these projects, and to broaden their knowledge

and friendships in the process.
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