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Area Meeting Calling Letter
Our next Area Meeting for Church Affairs (Business Meeting) will be on Sunday 22nd November at
2pm.
Zoom access details will be provided to LM Clerks and with the Draft Agenda sent out on 13
November. Please contact me if you want to be added to the list of those who receive agendas
and minutes.
As we had no meeting in October there is a significant amount of business to deal with which
mostly relates to Appointments and Releases, especially of our Elders and Overseers for the
triennium starting in January 2021.
Later in this newsletter there are 2 further items that will be dealt with
• Receipt of reports – Meeting for Sufferings
• UWE Chaplaincy – discernment will be required

Richard Drake, Clerk to Area Meeting
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Deaths and Funerals
Jane Grubb
Our Friend Jane Grubb, of Redland Local Meeting, died peacefully on Friday 16 October in a
nursing home at Burnham on Sea. Jane's daughter Louise was with her when she died and was
able to visit her daily during her final weeks.
Jane’s funeral was held on Wednesday 28 October at Sedgemoor Crematorium. Bill and Louise
Thatcher thank everyone for their cards and kind messages. Jane’s ashes have been interred
alongside her husband's at Lower Hazel Quaker Burial Ground.
There will be a Memorial Meeting in due course.
Janet Lynch
Our Friend Janet Lynch of Horfield Meeting and Avenue House died in the BRI on Friday 16th
October. She was 85 and had only been ill for 10 days. She was peaceful at the end and her
daughter (Alice Lynch, previously of Redland Meeting) was with her. Janet's Quakerism and the
wider Quaker community were central to her life. She had really missed the usual connections with
Friends over the last 7 months.
Janet’s burial took place at Lower Hazel Burial Ground on Friday 6th November. It was followed by
a Funeral Meeting in the manner of Friends at Horfield Meeting House. Some Friends attended
online over Zoom.
It is hoped that a larger gathering will be arranged in the future that can involve much good food
and social contact.

Holocaust Memorial Day 2021
Many Quakers have taken part and helped with Holocaust Memorial Day in past years. However,
due to Covid-19, the Bristol HMD committee has decided not to do a Bristol event in Jan 2021
because we think City Hall won't be open - even if it is, we could probably only have 30 people.
We see no point in preparing a Bristol Zoom event because our preferred speakers would be of an
age where it would be impossible or even dangerous to recruit them. Instead we will encourage
everyone to join in the national event, which will be equally accessible on Zoom. Meanwhile in
Bristol we will concentrate on updating the Bristol HMD website with local comments and
contributions.
This is where local Quakers can contribute! We would love to receive any personal thoughts
about Holocaust Memorial Day or the Holocaust itself, to put on the Bristol HMD website, or use in
social media. Please send them to me and I will forward them to our 'tech wizard' to be included.
Marian Liebmann, email: marian@liebmann.org.uk.
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Britain Yearly Meeting
Not since 1668 has anything – not even world wars – prevented Yearly Meeting, the highlight of
the Quaker year. This year Britain Yearly Meeting will be held online. It will be a chance for all
members and attenders to connect in loving worship across our Yearly Meeting. It's taking
place on Sunday 15 November at 2pm.
You will need to register by 10 November – details of how to do so are in “Quake!” 29 October
2020.

Youth News and Activities
Sustainability Champions update.
We hope your paper copy of the Sustainability Advices and Queries has made its way to you by
now. If not, contact your Local Meeting champion to find out how to get hold of one. We wonder
how you are interacting with it? - if it’s enticed you to open it, or spurred any thoughts or actions?
We hope you will find ways to be queried by it and to bring the advice to life. Perhaps it would be
helpful to have some collective conversations in Local Meetings to help us all forward in our
thinking about actions on sustainability?
Let us know your thoughts!
Kirstyp@quaker.org.uk
Kirsty Philbrick, Youth Development Worker coordinating the sustainability meetings.

Youth Project update
We really enjoyed our first meeting in person since March on 1st November in Horfield. It was great
to be physically together in person to play silly games, laugh, get creative making macramé plantpot holders and worship together. It felt deeply nourishing for those who were there – especially as
we were all were just digesting the news of Lockdown 2.0. We look forward to meeting in person
again one day, but for now feel spurred on to spend more time together as floating heads on
zoom!
We really appreciate Zoom and the connections it enables us to have in these challenging times.
We had a busy half term week online with several joint activities with Sheffield young Quakers,
thinking about white poppies, remembrance and pacifism, a whole day thinking together about
Fear (what are we afraid of, why, how does fear affect us?) and an All Hallows Eve party, with
dressing up and spooky creative writing.
The youth project meets at least once a week on Zoom for young people, supported by various
local Quakers. Thank you those who support these sessions and enable them to go ahead. Young
people aged 11-18 are welcome to the sessions, which are a mix of games, discussion and
worship, so please do share info with any young people you know who may be interested.
We’re planning a series of workshops for more ages to bring older and younger Quakers together
– which means you will be welcome to join us if you fancy?

4

Upcoming events for more ages:
o ‘Anti-racist-how?’ racial justice learning group + how to be an effective ally? - Wednesdays
7-8.15pm – 4 weeks, starting 18th November
o Crafting together’ sharing time and creative projects, co-hosted with Portishead Friends Thursdays 4-5.30pm – 4 weeks, starting 19th November.

To register your interest, please email kirstyp@quaker.org.uk
BYM events that may be of interest:
Quakers and Equality – Saturday 14th November, 2-4pm; all age workshop on diversity and
inclusion for people who identify as Black, Brown or people of colour. Focussing on whether
Quakers should acknowledge and apologise for their role in the Atlantic slave-trade. Get in touch
with edwinap@quaker.org.uk to register and please pass details that this is happening to anyone
who might want to go.
Quaker Activist Gathering – Saturday 28th November, 10-4pm; more info
here: https://www.quaker.org.uk/events/qag2020

Kirsty Philbrick
Youth Development Worker
Quaker Life
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Listening for Peace
Voices for Peace and Justice in Israel and Palestine
The purpose of the Area Meeting conference on October 18th this year was to support Friends to
be more able to engage with and understand the complex issues regarding the situation in Israel
and Palestine. To this end, Jewish and Palestinian speakers with diverse positions on the subject
shared their perspectives with us.
Speakers included Jane Clark and Jake Colman from the Bristol Progressive Synagogue. David
Mowat read written contributions from Zaid Hilal in Beit Sahour (West Bank) and Reem Najjar in
Khan Yunis (Gaza), and we were joined on Zoom by Wafa Ali Aludaini from Gaza.
After introductory contributions from these invited speakers, Friends were divided into four small
discussion groups, each including a speaker, in order to reflect and learn more through listening to
each other. Each group had the opportunity to hear from a Jewish and a Palestinian speaker.
We had the following feedback from Friends attending the conference:
Thank you and your organising team for giving us an incredibly moving and informative
conference yesterday.
I take away with me powerful stories of pain and resilience experienced by Palestinians under
occupation. I learned something of the huge challenges they face in just living their everyday lives
against a background of blockades, checkpoints, and hostility; yet persisting with goodwill and
hospitality.
I take away with me a clearer understanding of the wide variety of Jewish perspectives, thanks to
the presentations from our Jewish speakers. I am grateful for their willingness to share with
integrity and honesty the range of views held within the Jewish communities nationally and their
own personal thoughts.
I take away the hope expressed by one of the participants at the end of the afternoon that at some
time in the future Israelis and Palestinians will work through a resolution for themselves - as has
happened with apartheid and the Irish Troubles.
Meanwhile I know I need to listen deeply and learn from whatever sources I can.
Kingsley Belton, Portishead Meeting

A young Jewish man, travelling to the West Bank as a volunteer, is surprised to develop an
attachment to the religion he’d rejected from his left-wing anti-Zionist politics. His experiences ‘heart-warming, heartbreaking and confusing, by turns’ - lead him to understand Zionism better,
making life easier, yet harder. Change came from immediate experience, and friendships, not just
politics.
The other Jewish contributor doesn’t mention Occupation, or share personal stories, unlike Jake
and the two Palestinian speakers. Yet it took courage from both sides to join our event, and my
own Jewish heritage triggered a defensive discomfort at one point in the discussion…
How deep and how high are the barriers to the two communities coming to hear each other’s
stories, and getting to know each other as ‘unique, precious, children of God’? And what can we
do to support Israeli and other Jews in challenging the injustice and brutality of settlements?
Helen Gamsa, Horfield Meeting
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We had already had a fascinating session with David Mowat in which we heard first-hand about
his experiences of witness and then the lived experience of Palestinian, Wafa, so we were ready
to know more from Jake Colman especially after Jane Clark’s detailed exploration of Jewish and
Israeli experiences, beliefs and motivation.
Jake spoke frankly and also from his experience of travelling and volunteering in the region.
He had spent some time with Palestinian people and had felt no antipathy from them to his
Judaism. They welcomed him and appreciated his work and his quest to know more. He was v
aware of the ways in which they were traumatised and he felt that was a permanent state for them.
His view of the future with regard to changes in attitudes among UK Jews towards Israel and the
possibilities of peace were positive. He felt that among young Jews many were anti-occupation
and that was why another future might be possible. We asked questions that revealed our
puzzlement about the continued occupation while understanding the Jews amazing transformation
of the land and at the same time their need to feel secure in Israel. We wondered if there was
more that Quakers could do to help bring about an end to the hostilities. We also asked about
press coverage and bias. This is a brief summary of a very engaging and important session
Isobel Clark, Redland Meeting - after a follow-up session with Jake Colman

Some resources recommended by conference participants:
•

•
•

Razor wire and olive branches, an educational pack created by the Quaker Peace
Education team in collaboration with the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme. £20
from Quaker Bookshop.
https://www.quaker.org.uk/resources/free-resources/teaching-resources-2#heading-1

Article by Prof Said Zeedani, 'A more sensible two-state vision for Israel and Palestine'
(+972 Magazine). https://www.972mag.com/a-more-sensible-two-state-vision-for-israelpalestine/
Short film, '100 Balfour Road', on the outcomes of the 1917 Balfour Declaration and Britain's role in
the Israel/Palestine conflict. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPndQGImVMc

Compiled by QPSW conference planning group & AM Newsletter Editor

Safeguarding Administrator for Area Meeting
Our new safeguarding Administrator is now in post. You will all be aware that when any of us work
with children or vulnerable people, we must have a DBS certificate, and these have to be regularly
updated. The clerical work involved with this is quite considerable, and so Trustees have agreed to
create a paid part time post to undertake this work, so that there is less pressure on our
Safeguarding Co-ordinators and on the members of the Employment and Wellbeing Committee.
Kate Hale has been appointed as a part-time Safeguarding Administrator for Bristol Area Quaker
Meeting. This is a support role for the Safeguarding Co-ordinators, Horfield Memory Café, Local
Meeting Verifiers and Children’s Committees. The post is initially for 100 hours per year and the
hours will be reviewed as the role develops.
The Safeguarding Co-ordinators remain in place and need to be contacted in the usual way about
any safeguarding concerns.
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Kate will support verifiers in each Local Meeting by:
•

Ensuring that each local meeting undertakes Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS)
checks on volunteers who run children’s meetings and therefore have unsupervised
access to children. These checks will be updated every three years.
• Keeping a record of DBS checks, when they are carried out and renewal dates.
• Requesting references for anyone offering to work with children and young people in our
meetings for the first time.
• Maintaining a list of current verifiers and Clerks of Children’s Committees in each Local
Meeting and at the Memory Café.
• Reminding volunteers/workers and verifiers when a DBS Certificate is due for renewal or
checking on the update service.
• Providing up to date information about how to apply for DBS checks to Local Meetings.
• Assisting all verifiers to establish best practice.
• Raising identified training needs for verifiers/Local Meetings/Area Meeting in relation to
DBS checks.
• Keeping informed about Safeguarding advice, particularly from Britain Yearly Meeting, to
support the Safeguarding Co-ordinators
The Safeguarding Co-ordinators continue to be available. The number is unchanging and will
reach all the co-ordinators.
Telephone: 0117 299 3061
Email: safeguarding@bristolquakers.org.uk
Current Safeguarding Co-ordinators are:
Jon Fieldhouse, Horfield LM
Ray Bray, Central LM
Lois Cox, Redland LM
Area meeting safeguarding coordinators are there to support children, young people and adults
with care and support needs. They help to make sure that area meeting safeguarding policy and
procedures are followed and encourage good practice. They may have to act independently in
reporting concerns of abuse to statutory authorities.
Cathy Nile
Clerk of Trustees November 2020
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Meeting for Sufferings Report October 2020
“When Friends in 1668 agreed ‘to settle a meeting, to see one another’s faces and open our
hearts to one another’ they could not have envisaged the form that would take over 350 years
later.” So said Meeting for Sufferings clerk Margaret Bryan, who added that she was heartened by
Friends’ adaptability and willingness to engage prayerfully in the process of meeting online.
The business of what is usually an annual residential meeting at the beginning of October was
divided into sessions on three consecutive days, using Zoom. Earlier in the week, there was a
special interest meeting on the work of the Quaker Committee for Christian and Interfaith
Relations where they presented a report. Their work is sensitive in many areas – they continue to
be a respected “voice” on gay issues and nurture our relationship with Jewish and Muslim faith
groups and communities.
Our evening on Sustainability matters provided information and ways to take action, and also a
chance to hear from the Quaker Peace and Social Witness Central Committee about the way in
which their strategy is developing.
Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees brought us news of their work since our last meeting and shared
with us the papers concerning the naming of the William Penn Room at Friends House. The Covid
19 pandemic has resulted in a large loss of income, and Trustees indicated the need to achieve a
balanced budget within three years, in this challenging climate
Our following session in small groups provided an opportunity to engage with three questions on
the topic of racism, and it is clear from the comments recorded that Friends wish to continue
exploring – and acting on –this issue. A list of resources is attached: it is by no means exhaustive,
simply what was mentioned at the time with the addition of links to Churches Together webinar
recordings.
Our Sunday morning session began with the Book of Discipline Review Committee co-clerks,
Rosie Carnall and Catherine Brewer, outlining the principles and themes that have been discerned
to underpin their work. Rosie and Catherine invited Friends to engage with their work and would
also welcome invitations to visit meetings and groups.
The next Meeting for Sufferings meeting, in December, will be held online, and Arrangements
Group will be working with Children and Young People’s staff to plan for the Young People’s
Participation in this event. We were urged to go forth from our meeting with a renewed will to make
change. The words of William Penn (from QfP 24.03, 1693) were recommended.

Useful links
Maud Grainger, Woodbrooke’s Learning and Research Co-ordinator, can be reached on
Maud.Grainger@woodbrooke.org.uk regarding the ‘Climate crisis: spiritual nurture and learning’
project.
Contact Livvy Hanks, BYM’s Programme Manager for Economics and Sustainability Project
Development and Programmes, on oliviah@quaker.org.uk if you wish to follow up on COP26 or
‘Build Back Better’.
This webpage https://www.quaker.org.uk/resources/quaker-faith-and-practice/revising-quakerfaith-practice gives details about revising our Book of Discipline. It includes the various ways for
Friends to get involved and there are details for how to contribute suggestions and share pieces of
writing. For the online creative project, follow https://padlet.com/bdrc/OpenToNewLight. The
committee can be contacted on qfp@quaker.org.uk.
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Book of Discipline Revision – invitation to participate!
Themes
• Spirituality, worship and discernment – individually and collectively with God
• Quaker community – life in our meetings
• Testimony and faith in action – in the world
• Stages of personal life journeys and close relationships
• Church government – how we organise ourselves
• Our story – where we have come from and where we are going
• Advices & Queries

5 key insights:
1. We can all have direct access to God/Spirit/ the Divine. This experience / encounter
/relationship can transform us.
2. We live under guidance from God/Spirit/ the Light/ the promptings of love and truth in our hearts
3. We recognise and seek to address that of God in each human being – each of us is unique and
precious
4. There is a dynamic Spirit bringing continuing revelation
5. We hold the whole of life sacramental and so we do not divide the sacred and the secular
This is the webpage
https://www.quaker.org.uk/resources/quaker-faith-and-practice/revising-quaker-faith-practice
which gives details of how to be in touch with the committee, including a link to the collection tool
where ideas (both general and specific text) can be offered.
Heather Lister and Helen Chambers (Redland Meeting) Meeting for Sufferings representatives

UWE Chaplaincy
Request for partnership agreements with our Meetings
The Coordinating Chaplain’s letter to Faith Groups in Bristol
In August the Coordinating Chaplain at UWE, Rev. Julie Nicholson, wrote to all of the faith groups
in Bristol explaining that she had been considering how the Chaplaincy could best support students
as they begin a new academic year. She wrote that she was ‘keen to nurture connections and
partnerships in the wider community to make provision for the faith, spirituality and pastoral care of
our students’. She identified a number of challenges, which could lead to new ways of working and
increased cooperation between the University and Bristol’s faith groups. These included transitions
from home and remote working to campus life and independent living. The partnerships she hoped
to create might involve faith groups:
•
•
•
•

providing online links to worship, study groups, community support and so on;
using the Chaplaincy to publicise talks or projects that are already happening or are at the
planning stage that could interest students;
promoting hospitality and friendship opportunities which might help students to find and join
faith communities;
nominating members who work at UWE as ‘Community Faith Representatives’ who could
represent their faith within the University and who would become the University’s local contact
for their faith community/tradition.
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My role as Associate Chaplain
I have been Bristol AM’s Faith Representative at UWE for the last four years and have been working
with Julie since she was appointed in 2018. When her letter was passed to me as Clerk to Horfield
Local Meeting, I talked to her about how she saw this new way of working operating. She explained
that she envisaged a revamped Faith and Spirituality team with a small number of volunteers, such
as myself, becoming Associate Chaplains and a larger number of UWE employees who would
become Community Faith Representatives. She also feels that, given the extent to which UWE has
sites – and students – throughout Bristol, it would be helpful for the Chaplaincy at the Frenchay site
to establish contacts with more of the individual places of worship throughout the city.

Horfield’s Agreement
I then wrote a first draft of an agreement between Horfield Quakers and the Chaplaincy and, having
discussed the draft with Julie, I took a revised version of it to our October Local Meeting for Church
Affairs. Horfield Friends agreed several amendments including providing a single point of contact
within the Meeting. Julie was pleased with the outcome and sees it as a possible template for
agreements to be made with other faith groups.
I also circulated the agreement to other Local Meeting Clerks pointing out that it envisaged me, as
your Associate Chaplain at UWE, as the key contact between the Area Meeting and the Chaplaincy.
I also asked Clerks to discern whether their Local Meeting would like to arrive at a formal agreement
with the Chaplaincy and to keep me in touch with any developments. A number of Clerks replied to
my email and raised concerns, notably about giving students access to their online Meeting for
Worship. On the basis of these questions I have asked that the wider topic of the relationship
between the Chaplaincy and Quakers in Bristol be considered at Area Meeting in November.
Please see over or click here to examine the Horfield Partnership Agreement ahead of next Area
Meeting.
Questions for the Area Meeting
Here are some questions that I would like Friends to consider ahead of our discernment on 22
November:
•

To what extent are Friends comfortable with welcoming University students into their
community?

•

Would it make sense for there to be a single partnership agreement between the
Chaplaincy and the Area Meeting?

•

Is there information that Friends would not be happy to publicise within the University?

Eddy Knasel, Associate Chaplain at UWE and Clerk to Horfield Quakers
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nd

Partnership agreement between
Horfield Quakers and the UWE Chaplaincy
The designated contact for Horfield Quakers will provide the UWE Chaplaincy with:
•

Times of all Meetings for Worship, including joining instructions for those choosing to worship
online.

•

Information about and access to all study and discussion groups, including joining instructions
for those choosing to take part online.

•

Information about and access to all social events such as shared lunches, which frequently
include themed discussions.

•

Opportunities to observe our regular Meetings for Church Affairs.

•

Copies of our regular Newsletter.

In addition, Bristol Quakers’ Associate Chaplain will liaise with the Area Meeting Clerks to
coordinate:
•

Information about regular Area Meetings in Session.

•

Information about and joining instructions for all public meetings organised by Bristol Quakers,
such as our Annual Peace Lectures.

•

Copies of the Area Meeting Newsletter.

The Associate Chaplain will also act as the main contact point between other Bristol Local Meetings
and the Chaplaincy.
The Chaplaincy will keep our Meeting informed about the Meeting for Worship held at UWE and
other relevant student and staff activities and events.
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